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Background Reading

Introductory blog posts, videos and other materials

● How AI affects human rights
Human Rights, Big Data and Technology Project, University of Essex
(2021) A short video describing how AI affects a wide range of human rights.

● Beginning of Artificial Intelligence, End of Human Rights
Sahajveer Baweja & Swapnil Singh, London School of Economics (2020) A blog
exploring the ways in which AI impacts the rights to non-discrimination, the right
to work and the right to freedom of movement.

● Safeguarding human rights in the era of artificial intelligence
Dunja Mijatović, Council of Europe Commissioner for Human Rights (2018)
A blog summarising the impact of AI on different human rights and the role of
governments and the private sector in addressing these impacts.

● Artificial Intelligence
Privacy International (2021)
Privacy International’s web page containing short summaries of the risks AI poses to
privacy.

Civil society and academic reports

● The Universal Declaration of Human Rights at 70: Putting Human Rights at the
Heart of the Design, Development and Deployment of Artificial Intelligence
Human Rights, Big Data and Technology Project, University of Essex (2018)
A report setting out how a human rights-based approach can underpin the design,
development and deployment of big data and AI.

● Privacy and Freedom of Expression In the Age of Artificial Intelligence
Privacy International and Article 19 (2018)
A scoping paper examining the ways in which AI impacts the right to freedom of
expression and the right to privacy, reviews the current landscape of AI governance
and provides initial suggestions for rights-based solutions.

● Human Rights in the Age of Artificial Intelligence
Access Now (2018)

https://www.hrbdt.ac.uk/what-we-do/how-ai-affects-human-rights/
https://blogs.lse.ac.uk/humanrights/2020/07/16/beginning-of-artificial-intelligence-end-of-human-rights/
https://www.coe.int/en/web/commissioner/-/safeguarding-human-rights-in-the-era-of-artificial-intelligence
https://privacyinternational.org/learn/artificial-intelligence
https://1ing2s14id7e20wtc8xsceyr-wpengine.netdna-ssl.com/wp-content/uploads/2018/12/UDHR70_AI.pdf
https://1ing2s14id7e20wtc8xsceyr-wpengine.netdna-ssl.com/wp-content/uploads/2018/12/UDHR70_AI.pdf
https://privacyinternational.org/sites/default/files/2018-04/Privacy%20and%20Freedom%20of%20Expression%20%20In%20the%20Age%20of%20Artificial%20Intelligence.pdf
https://www.accessnow.org/cms/assets/uploads/2018/11/AI-and-Human-Rights.pdf


A report exploring human rights in the context of AI and making recommendations
as to how the international human rights framework can be used to resolve
emerging issues surrounding AI.

● Governing Artificial Intelligence: Upholding Human Rights and Dignity
Mark Latonero, Data and Society (2018)
A report reviewing AI risks and harms from a human rights perspective, providing an
overview of the state of play among stakeholders in this space and offering
recommendations for incorporating a human rights approach to AI governance.

● Artificial Intelligence & Human Rights: Opportunities & Risks
Filippo A. Raso et al, Berkman Klein Center for Internet & Society (2018) An
article evaluating the human rights impacts of six current uses of AI and
exploring the power of the human rights framework to address the disparate
impacts of AI on human rights throughout society.

United Nations reports

● Promotion and protection of the right to freedom of opinion and expression
UN General Assembly (2018)
A report of the former Special Rapporteur on the promotion and protection of the
right to freedom of opinion and expression, David Kaye, exploring the implications of
artificial intelligence technologies for human rights in the information environment.

● Artificial intelligence and privacy, and children’s privacy
UN Human Rights Council (2021)
A report of the former Special Rapporteur on the right to privacy, Joseph Cannataci,
making recommendations on privacy protections for the development and operation
of artificial intelligence solutions.

● Racial discrimination and emerging digital technologies: a human rights analysis
UN Human Rights Council (2020)
A report of the Special Rapporteur on contemporary forms of racism, racial
discrimination, xenophobia and related intolerance, analaysing different forms of
racial discrimination in the design and use of emerging digital technologies,
including the structural and institutional dimensions of the discrimination.

https://datasociety.net/wp-content/uploads/2018/10/DataSociety_Governing_Artificial_Intelligence_Upholding_Human_Rights.pdf
https://papers.ssrn.com/sol3/papers.cfm?abstract_id=3259344
https://www.undocs.org/A/73/348
http://undocs.org/A/HRC/46/37
https://undocs.org/A/HRC/44/57

